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Brethren and friends: _ Speaking a8 one and for the visitors

Thank you Brother MeLees."

attending this communication, we extend our sincere thanks and appreeiae
-tion to ‘the brethren of Shreveport and vivi .ty for their cordial re¢cepe
,tzon and hospitality, and I am sure that not;only the visitors are look~
ing forwerd to that conorete evidenee of hospitality that Brother |
'MsLeee has just mentioned, the breakfast of ham and eggs that is soon to
oome, but also the brethren of Shreveport who have been on the Job long :
before daybresk. ' ' : o

Brother Moliees has asked the rhetorical queetion:
Masons assembled here from all over Louisiana and pegigieﬂnxcxeggzz\ }%%7M
witnees_this ceremony? The answer is simple: because we welcome the
opportunity to fraternise with’our}brethren; because we want to witness
this splendiad demonstration'and 1hteresting program; becsause the s ame.
spirit motivates the Masons of today as our Brethren of 014, who often
made long journeys on horseback to meet one another or to extend charity
and relief to brethren in distress.

My telk today, sinoce it is to be addressed not only to Masone
but also to non-masons shouid be on a subject that is of interest to both.
Therefore I have chosen the subjeot, “The liason as e Citizen." |

For the benefit of the non-masons I must first explain thet the
stendard of ethics in Freemasonry throughout the worlad. today is based
upon "The ancient oharges and Regulations” adopted by the Grand Lodge of
ﬂEnglend in 1722, ~ These "Aneient Charges ‘and Regulations" usually called.
k the "01d lergee" were copied from the laws and regulations of thev‘
Ancient Operative Masons, that had been handed down from time immemorial.

I shall quite to extraots from theee "old Gherges" that apply
to "The ‘Mason as a citizen" (Quote) “A Mason is a peeceable subjeot to

the Civil powena, wherever he resides or works, and is never to be

- eonoerned in Plots and COnspiraciee against the Peace and'welfare of the



nation, nor. behave himself undutifully to the inferior magistrates" o
:?(Glose quote) (Quote) “Therefore no private piques or quarrela must be
brought within the door otishe Lodge, far loss any quarrels about religibn
vor nations or state policy"(Closo quote) .In more'modern Ihnguago, thau,
vevery mason 1s bound to have respect for and obey the Civil Lew of his
country and no brother or candidate can be questioned as to his peculiar
 re1igious faith or political opinion, nor can such discissions.be
~permitted in any asse#bly of the Crafi., | _ _

At the tvim‘e the 0ld Charges were written, conditions of govern-
ment were eniirély different to those which prevail in this nation énd
state ﬁoday. People were ruled by kings, and often the dynasty to which
8 king.beldnged‘was challenged in its right to rule by one or more rival
and opﬁosingvdynasties. Under such conditions of government a reﬁeilion
| or o revolution was almost the only method by which a government could |
be changed. What was then a "political partyé was a group of adhérents
~of some particular dy?%fty- .'Almbsgwgrgry theh existinngrganizatibp, o
-including even churches and Qchools, took sides wifh 6ne dynasty‘against |
enother. You may see from this how extraordinary was the. Masonle Lawz
it took the position that this system of warring parties, fighting over
the very existence of government, was hurtful to mankind and a great
daﬁger to a people, and that it oﬁght to be replaced by the §r1n¢1ple
of goodwill and peaceable and harmonious cooperation. It was a part 6f
" +the mission of Masonry to stand for that principle and it oonsisteﬁtly
kept itself aloof from the warfare of contehding,parties #nd.fbrbade
any member to take.part in them as a Ma#on.

‘ Here in Aﬁ;rica, wé'have no kings or dynastias but we continue
to have parties. Instead of quarreling with each btherfasltd"whaﬁithe

government 8hall BE, our parties are in contention as to what the

vgovernment shall DO and instead of deciding wh;oh one or.another éhall":



fEtfiumphtby[ﬁegni;bfvreﬁéilioﬁ;_a#d :é#olutions; oﬁr partie§umak§ ﬁ§é&of“
‘vpoliticél camféigns5 énd~while_thes§_cgmpéighé‘db;nét‘regulf in.the '
':sheﬁdihg of 31@0&,1they often3reéult in a great deal of bitférhess, 111.
‘will»andbgenéial discord. Invthevfaée'6f th1s moderh.situétion‘bﬁr“ :
ﬁ-‘drgft qontinues.to take thé same position that.it'took at an‘eariier
time; 1% believés;that,the WGifgre éf the staie 15 not to be Secured'by
bitter partisan strife'put that 1t can only be secufed by goodwill,
~toleration and éatient»ffiendly cooperation. ‘ Therefore the Masonie
Craft refuses to paitieipate in partiéan politics, and it forﬁids its
members to do so in the name of Masonry. o
Perhaps we can now define the Masonlo concept of citizenship.
The Masdn as a citzen should not exalt personal inte:estlor party interest,
In all of his relations with the community and the State he should be
ﬁofivatéd and controlled by the prineipal of fraternaliém,‘which meaﬁé
that as one of the people; he works for and with the people in the spiiit
. of goodwill'and for the sake of the general good. e ‘ g
This does not interfere with a Mason's individual freedom.  For
example, a 5 an individual, he may be an active worker in some political
party; thét is for hinm to decide., But as a Mason he will not hate those
who differ with him, nor enter 1nt; unjust intr;gues against then, nor 
- will he set up his oﬁn party in opposition fo the public good. The same
holds good in respect to social life, his religlous belief or even his_
‘pride in his nationality or dascent. So long as he. is 1oya1 to the :
prinoiplé of fraternallsm in a1l his dealings with others,Freemason:&
asks nothzng further from him, | | |
From this you may understand why no group of Masons ever inter-;
Bores wifh matters of church, state or society, or Joins one party as

against another. However it 1s not 1noonsistent for the Craft to
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pperform et times such.servzcés to the community as stand by cohmoﬁ
-consent on s level beyond all parties._

The Craft often appears publicly to hay the cornerstone of some’
public building or otherwise to assist in similar ceremonies of a
general kind. Above all the Craft h351a1ways ‘been an aider and helpér-'
in all forms of general charity, homes, orphanages, hosPJtals, and tha
less speoial forms of public relief.

For many generations the Craft has been espboiglly friendly
to publiﬁ schoolé, not along because of its own motto,"Let there be
11ght-ﬂ-but because the children of'every family in a commﬁnity nay enqu
educational privileges regardless of raee, oreed or party.

To sum upt A Mason as a Citizen is guided by the principle of
freternalism, individual freedom for all, and £11 for the general good, _
or as the "0ld Charges":state "o, peaceable subjeect to the Civil Powers..™

I thénk you.
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I now have the fé::-izﬂpr:’..vi.19‘;;:‘65 of introducing one of Shreveport's
. own Citizens. One who has been very setive in our Masonic Creft. I |
" refer to none other than Most Wbrshipful Brother Philip Lieber, Junior

Past Grand Master of our Grand Lodge, and at prééent the Illustrious |

Potentate of El Karulah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic

Shrine, here in Shreveportq éinzt;J l:u&$¢



